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it is probable  that the former belief originated in
the latter, and that primitive men would never have
supposed that the soul did not die with the body if
they had not fancied that it visited them after death.
Nothing could be more natural than such a fancy ;
it is, in appearance, completely realized in dreams,
which in Homer and in all ages like Homer's, are
supposed to be real apparitions.    To dreams we have
to add not merely waking hallucinations but the de-
lusions, however baseless, of sight and hearing, or
rather the misinterpretations of those senses, sight
or hearing supplying  mere  hints from which ima-
gination paints a complete  picture  and invests  it
with reality.    These delusions are not to be judged
of by a modern standard: in early times the line be-
tween imagination and perception was by no means
clearly defined; there was little or none of the know-
ledge we now possess of the actual course of nature,
which makes us distrust or disbelieve any appearance
which is at variance with known laws.    In the igno-
rance of men as-to what were the limits of nature and
what was or was not compatible with it, no one thing
seemed, as far as physical considerations went, to be
much more improbable than another.    In rejecting,
therefore, as we do, and as we have the best reason to
do, the tales and legends of the actual appearance of
disembodied spirits, we take from under the general
belief of mankind in a life after death, what in all